
Faculty Member Contact Information 

Name: Dr. Michael Grossman        

Department: Geography     Phone Number: (618) 650-2376 

E-mail Address: mgrossm@siue.edu                 Campus Box: 1459 

 

Description of the URCA Assistant Position 
This posting includes one funded position.  

 

Which of the following apply to this position?  

 [X] This position is only open to students who have declared a major in this discipline.  

 [   ] This project deals with social justice issues.  

 [   ] This project deals with sustainability (green) issues.  

 [   ] This project deals with human health and wellness issues.  

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?  9 
(Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9.) 

 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit?    No 

 

Location of research/creative activities: Department of Geography or offsite 

 

Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity:  
The project title is "An analysis of typhoons affecting Japan using Geographical Information Systems." The project 

will analyze the tracks of typhoons (hurricanes) in the Northwest Pacific Basin from 1951-present using ESRI's 

ArcGIS software. The research will be submitted as a paper and a presentation at the Applied Geography 

Conference in Oct. 2015.  

 

Brief description of student responsibilities: 
The URCA student will 

   1. assist with the literature review for this project mainly using online search instruments 

   2. help obtain and format data for use in ArcGIS 

   3. help employ various ArcGIS tools to analyze the data 

   4. prepare maps and figures using ArcGIS 

   5. help with the manuscript preparation 

 

URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities experience. As 

such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should your student(s) have 

learned by the end of this experience? 
The student will 

   1. learn about the research, writing and presentation development process from beginning to final products 

   2. learn how to obtain and format data, and then analyze and portray the data using ArcGIS software 

   3. experience the researching the literature on a topic 

   4. learn to use ArcGIS software to test research hypotheses 

   5. understand the process of preparing a scholarly paper for submission and presentation 

 

Requirements of Students 

 

If the position(s) require students to be available at certain times each week (as opposed to them being able to 

set their own hours), please indicate all required days and times: 

Hours are flexible but student must be available during the day on M W or F to meet about every other week.  

  

If the location of the research/creative activities involves off campus work, must students provide their own 

transportation? N/A 

 

Must students have taken any prerequisite classes? Please list classes and preferred grades: 
Student should have taken GEOG 210 and GEOG 418 with grades of at least a B in both. 



 

Other requirements or notes to applicants: 

Student should have a working knowledge of ESRI's ArcGIS software and spreadsheet software and access to a PC 

or Mac. 

 

 


